UUFJC Weekly News - May 30, 2026

This week’s forum: - Courtney Beyer, Central Missouri Foster Care
& Adoption

Next week’s forum: Susan Cook: Habitat for Humanity & City of
Jefferson Homelessness Task Force.

No sermon this week as we are having our Annual Meeting

Children attending in-person are welcome to join RE Instructor Dr Samantha
Porter for a lesson during the service hour. May’s Theme: Awakening Curiosity.

Lunch After Services- Please join us for lunch after the service this week at
Chili’s.

This Week's Joys & Concerns:

If you have a joy or concern that you would like to have read during a service or
shared in our weekly email, please submit it by noon on the Friday before through
our website: http://uufjc.org/joys--concerns.html

***Carol Bontempo underwent surgery on Thursday at Boone Hospital in
Columbia. Please keep her in your thoughts.

We will also have paper forms available Sunday morning for submissions.
Submissions made after noon on Friday may not be read or shared until the
following week.

Our part-time minister, Rev Tom Bozeman, will be with us

a workshop on Saturday, August 1. All are welcome to
attend this workshop. He will also be available for 1 on 1
discussion by appointment.

again from Sunday, July 26 - Sunday, August 2. He will have



http://uufjc.org/joys--concerns.html

Intergenerational Book Club’s
Next read
The Brother’s Karamazov
Fyodor Dostoyevsky

Book discussion on
June 14, 2026 at 2 pm

Meditation Group
Meets
Every Wednesday
/7 pm




President’s Report

2026 UUFJC Annual Business Meeting

| think the past year has been an exciting one to be at UUFJC. Some signs are
tangible. We’ve reorganized and revitalized our volunteer efforts that keep our
fellowship running, although it remains an ongoing process. We have a choir that
occasionally performs during services—a first for us. We have several groups and
activities that meet at different times during the week or month. And we have quite a few
new faces that have begun to come regularly and take an active part in the life of our
congregation. But | think some of it is intangible, too. People are talking longer, getting
to know each other, generally glad to be here. During uncertain and difficult times like
these, it becomes more important than ever for us to offer a safe and welcoming
community which provides seekers of many different theologies the support they need
for doing the sustaining work of forming a stronger relationship with themselves, the
universe, and a world in need. | would say, judging by the people who come here week
after week, the community that has formed here, that to a great extent, we are meeting
that task.

Of course, there is always work still to be done, and we do have some additional
efforts planned for the upcoming year. We are just starting an effort to add to our roster
of in-person speakers. We are seriously looking at holding OWL sex education classes
in the next year, when we should have several children in the proper age range. On a
more mundane note, we are planning to reseal the parking lot, and repaint the spaces
so they are the proper width. And | would still like to rebuild and revamp our library, if
possible, both in terms of the collection, for adults and children, and the space.

But | also want to take some time to discuss a topic that many of you may not be
fully informed on, and may be wondering about. That is the ministry of Rev. Tom
Bozeman, our part-time contract minister. We knew that having a 1/8 time minister who
was located remotely most of the time would be, in many ways, an experiment. So far,
he has visited us twice, and led or helped our members to lead four services, along with
conducting in-person workshops for our members, with one visit, two services, and a
workshop to go. But the bulk of his efforts have been focused in the Worship Ministry
Evolution Team, a group that meets virtually most weeks. We spent the first half of the
year focusing on how to prevent burnout within the congregation, which | think helpfully
informed our efforts to survey Time & Talents and rejuvenate our internal volunteering,
which was already underway. For the second half, we have focused more on the
components and techniques of effective UU worship. Speaking as a participant, this is a
challenging commitment, but it is also a rewarding one, and we hope that it has already



borne fruit, at least in subtle ways, during our weekly services. The full result should be
on display in the service we put on late next month, and hopefully for a long time
afterward.

Later in the meeting, | will share with you Rev. Bozeman'’s vision for what a
second year of his ministry might look like, and we’ll try to gauge interest in
participation. This information will factor heavily into the Board’s decision to renew his
contract. If you have any other thoughts you would like to share on the effects of Rev.
Bozeman’s ministry so far, or on the possibility of his renewal, please speak to a Board
member before the next Board meeting on June 14, or of course you are welcome to
attend the meeting in person.

Finally, | want to thank you all for everything you do, behind the scenes or on full
display in front of the congregation, that makes this fellowship such a vibrant,
welcoming community. All of our volunteers, leaders, and organizers help in ways big
and small to make UUFJC what it is, and on behalf of the board, | want you to know that
you have our heartfelt thanks.
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BONES IN THE ALLEY + CAPITOL PLAZA HOTEL
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SOCIAL JUSTICE

1. The recipients of the 2026 Volunteer Service Award for service to the UUA
are Minnesota Unitarian Universalists, for their tremendous dedication and
faithful commitment to justice in organizing UUs from around the country to
join in training, worship, and historic anti-ICE protests last January. We are
grateful for their activism, community care, and resistance ministry.

2. If you would like a “side with love” yellow t shirt, give me a note with your
name and shirt size. | will place an order when have a few shirt request.

Peace be with you,
Joan

Caring Committee - please contact Mary Jo LaCorte by email at uufjcl @gmail.com
or text to 573-680-9853.

Happiness, Love & Light,

/l//a/z% Jo LaCo'e
UUFJC Administrator

For more events, see our online calendars:

UUFJC Events Building Use (other)
Community Events And visit us online at http://uufjc.org/
Virtual Gatherings. Affiliated Events Religious Education

UUFJC now has Venmo!

You can now make a payment through our Venmo app
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